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TO THE POINTE 
Parker Dance Academy

A Word from Ms. Kim 
The legacy of our 2020 recital story, “Aladdin 

and the Magic Lamp”

The first  Parker  Dance recital  ever  was  in 
the  gymnasium  at  Northeast  Elementary 
school,  on  the  small  stage  with  a  tape 
recorder  for  the  music.   The  studio  was 
very young and Parker was very young, so it 
was simple and casual.   The second recital 
was at the Ponderosa High School Theater. 
(cont. on page 2)  

What’s Happening 
This Month? 

✦ PDA’s production of The 
Nutcracker is Dec 21st-22nd, 
please come join us! 

Important Dates 

✦ Winter Break - 12/23-1/5: Studio 
Closed 

Watch Your Step! 

The Wave. The isolation of the 
body in a liquid form. Dancers 
will use the technique of waving 
whi le doing the s ty le o f 
popping. These styles and 
techniques fall underneath the 
umbrella of hip-hop dance.

Follow us on instagram! 
@parkerdanceacademy 
#parkerdanceacademy

Happy Holidays from PDA!
We are excited to welcome back our little magical friend, Twinkle Toes the Elf, who 

has decided to make Parker Dance Academy her home (again!) for this Holiday season. 
Look for her hiding, watching, and getting into shenanigans all over the studio during 

the next couple of weeks, she arrives December 2nd!  

A Note From Twinkle Toes

It's holiday time! Santa sent me to you.  
I will watch and report on all that you do.  
My job's an assignment from Santa himself.  
I am his helper, a friendly scout elf.  
I might sit in your studio and watch you all dance, 
Practice shuffle's, jete's and even a prance! 

There is only one rule that you students must follow, 
So I will return and be with you tomorrow:  
Please do not touch me. My magic might go,  
and Santa won't hear all I've seen or I know.  
I can't speak to you, so says Santa Claus.  
All of us elves have to follow his laws.  
I'll listen to you. To your dreams and your wishes!  
I might even go and hang out with those fishes. 

I'll make sure to tell him how good you can be, 
I know you can listen.  I know you can see,  
that every move you will make does count! 
I can't wait to watch you dance your heart out. 

Love, 
Twinkle Toes 
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⭑ Spotlight ⭑ 
Meet Mia is 4 years old and is in 
her second year of pre-ballet with 
Ms. Lisa. We visited this morning 
before class.
What activities are you in? School, 
t-ball  and  dance  and  that’s  quite  it. 
Which one is your favorite? School. 
The best part is reading. 
What do you want to be when you 
grow up? I have no idea
What is your 
favorite part of 
dance class?  
Arabesque because I 
get to point my toes. 
How does dance 
make you feel? 
Serious and much 
more excited! 
Why serious? 
Because we have to 
think to do it right. 
Why excited? I like 
dancing with the 
scarves. 
Are  you  excited  to 
p e r f o r m  i n 
Aladdin?   YES!!! 
(Mia was Jasmine for 
Halloween.) 
Tell  me  about  the 
movie.  I saw it  in the theater but not at my 
house. The boy was running fast from the bad 
guys  because  they  thought  he  had  the  lamp. 
Some  parts  are  a  little  scary  but  it’s  okay, 
Jasmine was strong enough to beat Jafar! 
What part of the story could our class be/do 
on stage for our Aladdin? I have nooo idea! 

A Word from Ms. Kim, continued… 
At that time Ponderosa was the only High School 
in Parker.  That year there were more students 
and we did a typical  recital.  Our first  storyline 
recital  was in 1995 and it was “Aladdin and the 
Magic  Lamp”.   One  of  the  ballet  teachers, 
Nena, asked if I might be interested in learning 
how to add a storyline to my recital.  I was!  So 
that was how it started, with her asking me the 
question, “which story would you like to do?” 
It was a no brainer, it had to be “Aladdin and the 
Magic  Lamp”,  the  story  my  Grandmother  had 
told  me  many  times  long  ago  when  I  sneaked 
into her bedroom in the mornings and crawled in 
bed with her.   An amazing storyteller,  she had 
wound  the  words  around  me  like  smoke  rings 
from a magic pipe,  her voice rising and falling, 
her  hands  moving  in  dramatic  gesture  to 
emphasize  the  important  moments  and  all  the 
while  running  her  fingertips  up  and  down  my 
outstretched arms as the goosebumps multiplied, 
tickling my arms and my imagination in a  way 
that would inspire me 30 years later.
And here  I  was  in  1995  standing  on  the  stage 
with a microphone in my hand welcoming people 
to our end of the year storyline recital, “Aladdin 
and  the  Ma g ic  Lamp” .   I  kne w  my 
Grandmother  was  somewhere  in  the  audience 
that day, and I knew that she was hanging on to 
her right mind by a thin thread as she was facing 
down Alzheimer's,  but  I  had chosen this  story 
because of her and I wanted the words, the music 
and the dancing to touch her as deeply as those 
moments with her as a child had touched me. 
A decade later we did “Aladdin” for the second 
time, but this time my grandmother had passed 
and  the  students  and  the  music  had  a l l 
changed.  This year will be the third time, and 
more than a decade later with different students 
and Ms. Lexie as the author of the storyline.  But 
one thing that will never change for me will be 
the absolute delight of watching the story unfold 
before me again as the dancers put their hearts 
and  souls  into  the  performance!   That  will 
forever  give  me  goosebumps  no  matter  how 
many years go by, and I am so excited to see how 
they tell this legacy of a story in 2020!!
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